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ER OF
MATT Subscription to periodical

ST: ‘
DIGES Appropriated funds may be vsed teo purchase.

subscription to periedical if subscriptiocn
is justified as a “necessary” pgemey expense,
Subscription need not be considerad indis..
pensable., 21 Comp, Gem. 33% {1941 is no
longexr applicable.

This decision responds to a request by Ms, Amme C. Hensen, an
authorized Certifying Officer of the HMining Enfom\gant and Safety -
- Administration (MESA), Department of the Interio concerning the
propriety of payment of ¥11.00 for ona year's mxbscription to tha
Federal Eomployees News Digest, which was requizitioned by a MESS

employee.

© Citing our decision in 21 Cotp. Gen, 339\41%1},. the
Certifying Officer requests cur detemmination, whether:

£ % % 1t is appropriate to pay for this
periodical or like newspapers or periodicels
vhiich do not appear to b indispensable for the
accouplisiment of the mission of the Miaing
Enforcement mmd Sgfety administration,“

In the case cited, we beld that purchase of certain publications was
appropriste only whare it was sdmimistratively datemmined that their
acquisition was "indispensable--as distinguished from merely desirabie
or helpful--te tha accomplishment of the purposes" for wiuch 8
spacific appropriation was made. Id., 2641,¥ J

Howevezr, our 1541 decision was based on section 3/02 the pct -

of March 15, 1898, 30 Stat, 310, which provided: . . S e

PR \_'\, e

“Fhat heyeafter law books, beoks of
refogence, and periodicalz for use of amy
Executive Departmernt, or other Covernment
establishment® %« * at the scat of Government
shall not be purchased or pald for from aay
appropriation made for contingent expenses
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or for smy specific or general purposc unless T ﬁ _

such purchass iz suthorized and payment thexe-
for specifically pmvided in the law granting -
the appropriation,”

aagras cogrnr ook

thia statutdry provision was repealed dn 1946, and 21 Cmp Gen.
539Yis no longer for spplication, The current wale with respect to

per odical subseriptiens 13 the same as that governing proposed uses
of appropriated funds gemerally, i.e., thelr purchase mmst only be

justified as a "mecessary expense” of the sgemcy. See 39 Gen.
320J(1959)5 27 4d. 746,747 (1548). S Compe

- pecordingly, the instant voucher {which is retummed herewith
to the Cextifying Cfficer) may de paid, if otherwise correct, upon
sdministrative detemmination that a subscription to the Federal
Employees News Digest is necessary in carrying out MESA's functions.
See generglly, 51 Comp. Gen. 7¢(1a7 )3 B-172556,/Decenber 29, 1571

-B-1718J6 Hart‘.h 3y 1971.
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